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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 3853 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB.HONRG, U 

SUBJECT: OIL WORKERS STAGE THREE DAY STRIKE 
REF: KUWAIT 3739 

SUMMARY: KUWAITI OIL WORKERS STAGING THREE DAY STRIKE 
AS WARNING TO US. UNION STATEMENT ALSO CALLED FOR 
NATIONALIZATION US INTERESTS, AND SAID OTHER STRIKES 
MAY FOLLOW. EMBASSY BELIEVES UNIONS MIGHT BE USING 
CURRENT SITUATION FOR POWER PLAY AGAINST GOK. END 
SUMMARY 

1. IN SEPARATE STATEMENTS ISSUED SUNDAY EVENING, 

OCT. 21, AND REPORTED BOTH ARABIC AND ENGLISH MONDAY 
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AND PETROLEUM AND PETROCHEMICAL WORKERS UNION CALLED 
FOR THREE DAY GENERAL STRIKE AT KUWAIT OIL COMPANY 
AND AMINOIL BEGINNING MORNING TUESDAY, OCT 23 AND 
ENDING MORNING FRIDAY, OCT 26. ACCORDING COMPANY 
OFFICERS STRIKE IS EFFECTIVE AND BOTH KOC AND AMINOIL 
SHUT DOWN. 



2. GFKW STATEMENT SAYS STRIKE'S PURPOSE TO SERVE AS 
WARNING TO UNITED STATES AND ALL WHO SUPPORT ZIONIST 
AGRESSION. STATEMENT ALSO DEMANDS CONFISCATION ASSETS 
AMINOIL AND NATIONALIZATION AT LEAST 51 PERCENT GULF'S 
TPK PERCENT SHARE KOC, AND IT URGES GOK, NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, POPULAR ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS ALL ARAB 

WORKERS, ESPECIALLY IN THE GULF AND ARABIAN 
PENINSULA, HIT AMERICAN INTERESTS. STATEMENT SAYS THIS 
STRIKE WILL BY LIMITED, BUT WILL BE FOLLOWED 
BY OTHER STRIKES UNTIL "OUR PEOPLE" ACHIEVE CONTROL 
OVER THEIR NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENEMY IS DEFEATED. 

3. COMMENT: THERE PROBABLY MUCH MORE TO THIS 
STRIKE THAN MEETS THE EYE. ALTHOUGH IT UNDOUBTEDLY 
TRUE THAT ISRAEL AND THE US STAND AT THE TOP OF THE 
UNIONS' HWYE LIST, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE GFKW USING 
CURRENT SITUATION AS A VEHICLE FOR POWER PLAY AGAINST 
GOK. GOK HAS BANNED ALL STRIKES NOT HAVING PRIOR GOK 
APPROVAL, AND THERE NO INDICATION THIS ONE WAS CLEARED. 
INDEED, FACT THAT STRIKE WAS NOT RPT NOT MENTIONED 

IN ANY ARABIC PAPER THIS MORNING (TUESDAY) INDICATES 
THAT GOVERNMENT DISPLEASED ENOUGH TO LEAN ON RELATIVELY 
INDEPENDENT PRESS. GOK DID NOT, HOWEVER, APPARENTLY 
FEEL STRONG ENOUGH TO MOVE TO PREVENT STRIKE. COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS MET TODAY, TUESDAY, AND WE UNDERSTAND 
STRIKE ONE OF SUBJECTS DISCUSSED. HOWEVER, GOK SPOKESMAN 
MADE NO MENTION OF STRIKE FOLLOWING MEETING WHEN HE 
BRIEFED PRESS ON OTHER MATTERS DISCUSSED (SEE REFTEL). 

LAST SENTENCE PARA TWO ABOVE STRIKES US AS BEING AS MUCH 

A DIRECT THREAT TO GOK AS TO US AND OIL 

COMPANIES, AND IT WILL BE INTERESTING SEE HOW COUNCIL 
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OF MINISTERS REACTS. WE DO NOT RPT NOT THINK COUNCIL 
WILL JUDGE THIS A PROPITIOUS TIME FOR A SHOWDOWN. 

4. BOTH KOC AND AMINOIL REPORT STOCKS HIGH, WITH 
TANKERS WAITING LOAD AT CONCLUSION STRIKE, SO DOUBTFUL 
STRIKE WILL HAVE ANY IMPACT SUPPLY SITUATION. 

STOLTZFUS 
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